
Most people have a ste-
reotypical view of what a 
poetry reading will con-
tain: dark lighting, coffee, 
and artsy people. Kenneth 
Goldsmith, a poet and 
founder of UbuWeb, refuses 
to fit into these clichés.

“Whatever he does, it’s 
not going to be your typical 
poetry reading,” said Rich-
ard Wiebe, who has worked 
with Goldsmith for the 
Works-in-Progress Festival. 
“He’s going to make you re-
think poetry and language.”

Iowa City will have this 
chance to rethink language 
and attend an atypical po-
etry reading by Goldsmith 
at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 21 in the 
Dey House Frank Conroy 
Reading Room. Fans can 
also join him in the same 
space at 11 a.m. Oct. 22 for 
a Q&A.

Goldsmith had an un-
conventional beginning as 
a poet. At the Rhode Island 
School of Design, he trained 
as a sculptor. 

“In 1986, I made a book 
out of wood,” he said. “After 
that, I spent the next three 
years creating books out 
of wood. They were carved 
and painted. In 1990, I was 
bored of the book form and 

bored of sculpture. How-
ever, I was fascinated by 
the words, so I dropped 
the sculpture and began 
making text pieces. Soon, I 
became bored of having to 
materialize language and 
devoted myself to working 
exclusively on the comput-
er and writing books. I now 
sculpt with words.”

His books are not the 
only way Goldsmith sends 
messages to the world. In 
1996, the University of 
Pennsylvania professor 
founded UbuWeb, an on-
line source for avant-garde 
materials, including film, 
MP3s, visual art, and poet-
ry. The Internet has become 
the new norm for publish-
ing works, so poetry on this 
site reaches far more people 
than printed literature.

“I’m going to drop a real 
secret on you,” said Gold-

smith. “Shhhh … the new 
radicalism is paper. Right. 
Publish it on a printed 
page, and no one will ever 
know about it. It’s the per-
fect vehicle for terrorists, 
serial killers, and sensitive 
poets...”

When attending an art 
festival, one expects to see 
completed designs on dis-
play, presented for the au-
dience’s appraisal. This is 
not the case for Iowa City’s 
Works-in-Progress Festival.

The festival, taking place 
today through Saturday at 
various locations, features 
artists of nearly all me-
dia presenting unfinished 
works.

“Watching artists and 
makers and thinkers from 
all disciplines put forth 
new ideas, step out of their 
comfort zones, reach out for 
advice, cross platforms, etc., 
really made me feel like ev-
erything we do in life is and 
can be an art form, but also 
that the most exciting thing 
about making, creating and 
sharing is the process,” said 
2010 and 2012 festival art-
ist Lori Felker.

“The basic idea is that we 
showcase unfinished work 
or work that is in prog-
ress,” said Richard Wieber, 
a cofounder of the festival. 
“We’re also really interest-
ed in works that can only 
work in the present mo-
ment or just an idea for an 
impossible project. It can be 
a more creative interpreta-
tion of ‘in-progress.’ We’re 
very adamant about having 
every type of art represent-
ed. We really want artists to 
think about projects across 
different media.”  

Representing every art 
form requires a lot of art-
ists. More than 50 local Io-
wa City artists will present 
their art during the festival, 
in addition to other profes-
sionals.

“The thing that I think 
is really, really important 
about it is that we want to 
replace the difference be-
tween amateur and profes-
sional artists,” Wieber said. 
“In addition to local artists, 
we bring in each year very 
distinguished artists. They 
engage in conversations 
with local artists in addi-

tion to sharing their own 
works in progress.”

Each year the featured 
artists change, bringing 
their own special input to 
the festival. This year the 
festival will feature Chip 
Lord, a digital-media artist, 
and Kenneth Goldsmith, a 
poet. Organizers of the fes-
tival are very excited for 
both to show off their cur-
rent projects.

“[Goldsmith] is going 
to be presenting a work 
in progress that he’s been 
working on for eight years 
that he feels may never be 
finished,” Wieber said.

In addition to sharing 
their projects, guest artists 
will also listen to audience 
feedback and converse with 
attendees.

“It is an interactive fes-
tival,” Wieber said. “It’s a 
situation where audience 
members can actually have 
ideas about how to finish 
projects. It’s important that 
we’re collaborating with 
other parties and depart-
ments. 

We have aspiring under-
graduate writers working 
alongside graduate and 
professional writers. It’s 
merging the playing field so 
these aspiring artists can 
work alongside profession-
als.”

“What’s most valuable is 
that the audience is invited 
to respond with their ideas 
about the works presented,” 
said Chelsea Cox, a partic-
ipant and graduate of the 
University of Iowa’s Nonfic-
tion Writing Program. “The 
excitement and enthusiasm 

about the work presented is 
palpable, because what the 
project could be is yet to be 
determined.”

The afternoon panels in-
cluded in the festival will 
also contain a mixture of 
professional and amateur 
artists.

“The panels are made up 
of four artists,” said Wieber. 
“We program it so that each 
of those artists are working 
in a different medium, and 
we give them each 15 min-
utes to present, and then 
we open it up to audience 
questions. It allows people 
to present what they’re 
working on and then par-
ticipate with the audience.”

The Works-in-Progress 
Festival is unique because 
of this interactive element 
and inclusion of all media 
as well as its display of in-
complete work.

“I founded the festival 
with my colleague Andrew 
Ritchey,” Wieber said. 

After attending a typical 
film festival, the two said 
they were struck by the 
frustration surrounding 
typical festival practices. 

“So we thought about 
what we could do that 
would be a bit more in-
teresting,” Wieber said. 
“It creates a vulnerability 
in the artist to be on dis-
play in this way. Iowa City 
seemed like a unique place 
to do that, because the arts 
across the board are very 
strong, so it seemed like a 
self-evident idea that these 
people should be talking 
about their work and their 
process.”

weekend events

MOVIES | MUSIC | WORDS | FILM
DANCE | THEATER | LECTURES

Today 10.18

Friday 10.19

Saturday 10.20

Sunday 10.21

MUSIC
• Kronos Quartet, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Balmorhea, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• MNPLY, 9 p.m., Blue Moose, 211 Iowa
• Big Box LP Release Show, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Laird Hunt, fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

FILM
• Fall 2012 Proseminar in Cinema and Culture, 6:30 p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board Film, Magic Mike, 8 and 11 p.m., 348 
IMU
• Samsara, 9:30 p.m., Bijou

THEATER
• Manning Up, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Lady M, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Theater Building Thayer 
Theater 
• The Stellification, Gallery Series, 8 p.m., Theater Building 
Theater B

LECTURES
• U.S. Student Fulbright Grant Workshop and Panel Discussion, 1 
p.m., 1117 University Capitol Center
• “So You Want to be a Trans Ally?,” 6 p.m., Lesbian, Gay, Bisexu-
al, Transgender Resource Center

MISCELLANEOUS
• Spanish Conversation Group, 12:15 p.m., UIHC Pomerantz Family 
Pavilion Melrose Conference Room 3 
• S(H)OMOS Latinos, 6:30 p.m., W15 Pappajohn Business Building
• Campus Activities Board Comedy, Seaton Smith, 10 p.m., Public 
Space One, 129 E. Washington

MUSIC
• John Rapson/Brent Sandy Quartet, 5:30 p.m., Mill
• Kantorei and University Choir, 7:30 p.m., IMU second-floor 
ballroom
• Joe & Vicki Price, 8 p.m., Mill
• Rosanne Cash, with Pieta Brown, 8 p.m., Englert
• The Olympics, Danger Ronnie & the Spins, the Wheelers, 8 p.m., 
Blue Moose
• Candyland, Singularity, Mitis, 8 p.m., Blue Moose
• Crisis Center Dueling Pianos Fundraiser, 8 p.m., First Avenue 
Club, 1550 S. First Ave.
• Secondhand Smoke and Sublime Tribute, 10 p.m., Yacht Club
• Roster McCabe, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

FILM
• Detropia, 7 p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board Film, Magic Mike, 8 and 11 p.m., 348 
IMU
• V/H/S, 9 p.m., Bijou

THEATER
• Manning Up, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater
• Steel Magnolias, 7:30 p.m., Iowa City Community Theater, John-
son County Fairgrounds, 4265 Oak Crest Hill
• Lady M, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Thayer Theater
• The Stellification, Gallery Series, 8 p.m., Theater B

DANCE
• Ballroom and Latin Social Dancing, 7:30 p.m., Old Brick, 26 E. 
Market

MUSIC
• Yelawolf, 7 p.m., Blue Moose
• Minor Decline, 9 p.m., Yacht Club
• Shade of Blue, 9 p.m., Mill
• Family Groove Company, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

WORDS
• Writing Tailgate in the City of Literature, 3 p.m., Iowa City 
Public Library Meeting Room A, 123 S. Linn

FILM
• V/H/S, 4 and 8:30 p.m., Bijou
• Detropia, 6:30 p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board Film, Magic Mike, 8 and 11 p.m., 348 
IMU
• Midnight Movie Series, Young Frankenstein, midnight, Englert

THEATER
• Manning Up, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater
• Steel Magnolias, 7:30 p.m., Iowa City Community Theater
• Lady M, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Thayer Theater
• The Stellification, Gallery Series, 8 p.m., Theater B

MISCELLANEOUS
• Fifth-Annual Al Ritmo, 10 p.m., IMU Ballroom

MUSIC
• Andrew Phillips, horn, 6 p.m., University Capitol Center Recital 
Hall 
• Electronic Music Studio Recital, 7:30 p.m., 101 Becker
• Paleo, 8 p.m., Gabe’s
• Modern Convenience, 9 p.m., Mill

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Jeff Biggers, nonfiction, 1 p.m., 
Prairie Lights
• Story Time Adventures, Beavers, 3 p.m., Macbride Mammal 
Hall
• Was the Word, 7 p.m., Englert
• Kenneth Goldsmith reading, conceptual poet, 7:30 p.m., Dey 
House Frank Conroy Reading Room

FILM
• Detropia, 3 p.m., Bijou
• V/H/S, 4  p.m., Bijou

THEATER
• Lady M, Mainstage Series, 2 p.m., Thayer Theater
• The Stellification, Gallery Series, 2 p.m., Theater B

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

Paranormal Activity 4
Paranormal Activity is back for 
its fourth installment just in time 
for Halloween. A mother and son 
go missing after a mysterious 
double-murder occurs. Five years 
later, Alice and her mother start 
to experience strange happenings 
when their new neighbors Katie 
and 6-year-old Robbie move into 
town. Oh, yeah.

Alex Cross
Detective/psychologist Alex Cross 
(Tyler Perry), his friend Tommy 
Kane (Edward Burns), and Detec-
tive Monica Ashe (Rachel Nichols) 
work together at the Detroit Police 
Department. Cross’ latest puts 
him on the trail of a serial killer 
by the name of Picasso (Matthew 
Fox). Picasso is after multinational 
industrialist Giles Mercier, and 
Cross must find a way to catch the 
killer before he strikes again. 

AT THE BIJOU

V/H/S
Showtimes: 9 p.m. Friday, 4 and 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 5 p.m. Oct. 21
A hired group of petty criminals 
must wade through piles of VHS 
tapes to retrieve a rare piece of 
footage. The task turns out to be 
more difficult than imagined, as 
the tapes document an endless 
assortment of horrifying scenes. 
The tapes were also found in a 
room with a corpse and several 
television sets in a rundown house 
in the middle of nowhere.

BEER
OF THE WEEK

Ass Kisser Porter 
Pounder
Product of: Ass Kisser Beverage Co., 
San Jose, Calif.
Serving Style: chilled bottle
Size: 12 fluid ounces
It’s no longer an oddity to find beers 
with ostentatious brand names in your 
local cooler. Gaudy names based on 
innuendos or curse words gamble on 
grabbing consumers’ attention, no 
easy task in the mature, saturated 
beer market. As far as marketing 
techniques go, the Ass Kisser Porter 
Pounder is as atypical as possible. The 
Porter Pounder comes in a purple four-
pack, the label sports a donkey with 
lip prints on its buttocks, and a slogan 
that suggests the beer is perfect for 
consumers to bribe their bosses.
Smell: The beer’s aroma is rather 
strong; spices, coffee, and mocha are 
dominant at first whiff. Hints of dark 
fruits, including raisin and some type 
of wild berries, can be detected on 
deep inhalation. 3.2/5
Appearance: The Porter Pounder 
pours almost ink black into the glass, 
where it supports a dark khaki head 
that holds decently with minimal 
lacing. 2.3/5
Taste: The texture  was smoother 
than I expected, given the appearance 
of the body, although the flavor was 
lacking. Bitter chocolate, coffee, 
mocha, and roasted grains hit the 
taste buds in a delayed strike, followed 
by undertones of smoke that fade to 
an astringent metallic aftertaste that I 
didn’t care for. 2/5
If any Ass Kisser beers catch your eye 
in the beer cooler, I recommend that 
you note the cleverness of the market-
ing tactics at work, acknowledge the 
perverse affinity we have for brand 
names that are edgy or inappropriate, 
and instead select a beer from a more 
experienced brewer.
Sometimes, supporting new, fami-
ly-owned breweries is a good practice 
to encourage beer variety, but in the 
case of Ass Kisser’s Porter Pounder, 
support seems to encourage skillful 
marketing rather than expert brewing 
techniques. My parting advice: If you 
want to butter up your boss, pick a 
better beer. Overall: 7.5/15

- Dan Verhille
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Art of being unfinished

Enthralled with ‘dull’

By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Works-in-Progress 
Festival

Today
• Keynote by multimedia artist 
Chip Lord, 6:30 p.m.

•IWP and Anthology readings/
performances and performance 
by XOXO (Dora Malech, A.C. Haw-
ley, Jason Livingston, Kyle Stine, 
Chad Vollrath), 9 p.m., Public 
Space Z, 120 N. Dubuque

Friday
• Kenneth Goldsmith, 7 p.m., The 
Center, 10:30pm @ Walnut Farms
• “This is Always,” hosted by 
Walnut Farms, 1517 N. Dubuque

Saturday
• Katie McGowan, 9:30, Public 
Space One, 129 E. Washington

For a more detailed list of 
events, visit the Works-in-Prog-
ress Festival website at dsph.
uiowa.edu/conferences/wip2012/

PUBLICITY

MORE ONLINE
Go to dailyiowan.
com for a full 

version of this story.

READING

Kenneth Goldsmith, poet 
and founder of UbuWeb
When: 7:30 p.m. Oct. 21
Where: Dey House Frank 
Conroy Reading Room
Q&A 
When: 11 a.m. 
Where: Frank Conroy 
Reading Room


